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PhD THESIS
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE MELANCHOLIC-DECADENTE UNIVERSE
IN EUGEN BARBU’S CREATION

-SUMMARY-

Keywords: architecture, space, melancholy, decadence, balkanism, duality, lyricism,

orality, marginal, fatality, deity, magic, mythology, alchemy.

The PhD thesis aim is to highlight the unique construction of the epic and dramatic
cosmos, with obvious lyrical accents, in Eugen Barbu’ creation. Melancholy and decadence
invade the entire system of its works, contaminating both the protagonists and the space in
which they coexist. The melancholic marginal situations and their relations indicate the
negative aspects of reality, but we cannot ignore the bright side of the human subject which is
seen right in the middle of The Pit (Groapa — Eugen Barbu), of a decadent Bucharest or a
morbid Venice.

The title selection is due to both the interest for the epic and dramatic works of the
writer mentioned, as well to the paraliterature which adds importance in identifying a real
textual architectural texture meant to indicate the existential trajectory of the protagonists,
some of whom try an upward movement from the abyss of one's own being to perfection or to
the destruction of the self. Starting from the first book of architectural design, About
Arhitecture, of Vitruvius, we applied the theories mentioned, in the analysis of Eugen Barbu's
texts, whose impressive construction reflects a single reality: melancholy, an interdisciplinary
concept, indispensable to our research and which dominates the entire textual universe.

We consider the theme chosen to be topical, since is represented in Eugen Barbu's
works by a constant motif, the identification of the essence of melancholy. The way in which
we approach the melancholy has been analysed from different points of view, such as
medical, philosophical and psychological. Thus, Eugen Barbu’s protagonists are integrated
either in the category of those suffering from the so-called malady or in the category of those
who are inclined towards it because of their actions. Considering this, regard, the studies of
cultural figures such as Aristotle, Robert Burton and Sigmund Freud were used as a starting

point.



The originality of this paper is based on the attempt to approach Eugen Barbu's work
from a spatial and architectural perspective, without ignoring the specificity of each text and
the thematic constants identified.

In terms of working methods, it combines the literary analysis, the comparative and
the narrative method, which outline a vast eclectic, decadent space, populated by
controversial, dual, thrilling characters, designed to capture human nature and show the reader
a faithful depiction of life, but more spectacular.

The thesis is organized in seven chapters, which are divided into three subchapters
each, except for the first, divided into four subchapters and the fourth with eight subchapters.
Thus, the first chapter of the thesis entitled The Decadent Cosmos architecture resents the
theoretical milestones referring to the understanding of the Eugen-Barbu's works as an
extensive construction. Architectural vision and spatiality aim at correlating the outer space
with the inner space within the novels Principele, Facerea lumii, Groapa and Saptamana
nebunilor. Also, the noticeable pronounced decadent spaces from the texts, highlight their
significance and exert their influence on all the characters. Decadence, a concept that reflects
human decay in all sectors of existence, invades Eros, which makes homosexuality possible in
the situation of the Prince and Ottaviano or a bizarre kind of love that involves mutual
devouring in the couple Hrisant-Herula.

The second chapter, called The duality of the balkan space, relates to the connotations
of balkanism, a sphere of influence in which most protagonists of the short story fall. Mircea
Muthu and Maria Todorova’s theories are presented theoretically and applied to the works of
Eugen Barbu, insisting that homo balcanicus is characterized by duality, subculture,
aggressiveness, but also by courage and honesty, virtues found in the moral portrait of the
Amza the Outlaw, the protagonist of the short story Vanzarea de frate. In addition, the
emphasis is on the double face of the manifestation of love and the predominantly negative
repercussions due to the intermediate position of the beings located in this topos.

The outer universe, the third chapter, includes "small existences", for whom the only
duty is represented by the fulfillment of all tasks on a professional level. Works such as the
Munca de jos and Facerea lumii indicate the mentality of the characters subjected to the
system, admirable from this point of view, but without taking into account the fact that they
neglect their family life. The case of the director Filipache, the protagonist of the novel,
Facerea lumii, is representative for the idea since he loses his own daughter and discovers
that he failed to teach her the authentic moral values, because of his professional

preoccupation. In the outer world, divinity is viewed from several angles, and people bow



before the destiny, realizing that regardless of the superior entity's intervention, destiny will
be fulfilled.

The largest chapter, the fourth, which constitutes the "foundation" of the construction
of the thesis, is Melanholia / The Melancholy. Analyzed by the principles of several
disciplines (medicine, philosophy, psychology), the melancholy is visible in the situation of
the Prince, Ottaviano, Componist, and Manicatide. Also, the Crazy Week couple is "assaulted"
by this devastating feeling, while many characters in the Incognito novel experience the same
disturbing state. Also the short prose is contaminated by melancholy, and both humans and all
other living creatures are visibly affected by its appearance. The decadent couple Prince-
Ottaviano illustrates all stages of melancholy, highlighting all its negative aspects. What
frames the great anonymous leader in the category of melancholy is his contemplative spirit,
inactivity, the use of cruelty, possessing a false power. While Ottaviano, the "beloved sun" of
the Prince can be considered melancholic on the basis of his diabolical intelligence,
inclination towards its own maltreatment, magic, esotericism and the destructive influence
exerted on his "master" to whom he become the initiator.

The fifth chapter, entitled Travel melancholies under the sign of confession, examines
the numerous confessions written by the author in the form of journals, road notes, and
reports. Starting from the concept of authenticity theorized by Adrian Marino, we noticed the
specificity of Eugen Barbu's writing based on the permanent involvement of the lecturer in
decoding the purpose of the confessions. A selected part of real life falls within the limits of
the diary pages and is delivered in order for Barbu the Man to be known. The confessions
start with the memories of the student life and carry towards deeper feelings and reflections. If
in the journals the intimate space is brought to the front, the relations between the inside and
the outside are reinterpreted in the reports, thus the natural environment having a strong
impact on the human being. Travelling in our country makes it possible to discover places and
wonders that offer the writer the opportunity to develop intellectually and spiritually. The
lyricism of the epic makes Eugen Barbu's work a surprising creation, worthy of the
admiration and analysis of any lecturer.

Caietele Princepelui is the title of the sixth chapter of this thesis and comes to
complete the "puzzle" of the author's authenticity through his Notebooks, expanding the
research by creating a bridge between life and work. Through the seven volumes, the writer
takes us into his own universe, opening a gateway to a type of knowledge how rarely we are
given to meet. The Prince's notebooks are a real existential file, since it records ideas,

thoughts, feelings, quotes and confessions about the genesis, the development and the



reception of his texts. More than that, Eugen Barbu moves his lecturer into areas requiring
additional study, managing to incorporate elements of magic, mythology and alchemy. With
each page, Eugen Barbu is revealing to us more and more, yet leaving room for new reasons
to remain surprised. The Journal from Poiana occupies the most space and implies its
relationship with the living creatures, the meditations on life, destiny and death and
impressions of the world.

The last chapter, Dramaturgy, he approaches an area very little explored by the author:
the theater. Never claiming to be called a playwright, Eugen Barbu remains a writer who
manages to infiltrate into the universe of the theatre and leaving traces in his wake. Sa nu-fi
faci pravalie cu scard is a significant piece of drama from his short experience in this literary
genre. It refers to the social and family life of some merchants whose "pillar" of resistance
remains the severe Mrs. Elena Domnisor. These characters are representative for the
bourgeoisie, are surprised in incestuous relationships, thus the problems and the family flaws
are being highlighted. In spite of all the negative aspects they show, the protagonists only
illustrate an aspect of human existence, recognizable at any level of objective reality. The
Saint and The Labyrinth impressed us through the philosophy of revelation and the insertion
of elements related to religion. If Paul becomes an "opportunity” saint, with the purpose that
people on a higher scale in the social hierarchy, including the priest, benefit from considerable
sums, the characters in The Labyrinth shows that regardless of status, each being arrives in a
space from where it can no longer escape. Apart from this three theater plays mentioned, we
also considered the dramatic representation of The Pit, with the emphasis on the dramatic
verbal interaction between Master Bozoncea and his pupil Paraschiv who ended up killing the
"teacher" to grieve later.

Synthesizing all of the above-mentioned aspects, the seven chapters of this research
intend to demonstrate that Eugen Barbu's work is an extensive construction with a solid
foundation that involves the author's love for his own creation. His vast work, represented by
short stories, novels, journals, reports and plays, transforms the writer into an epic and
dramatic creator that serves the lyrical essence, and guides after his own rules and sometimes
even his own superior force, as the characters sometimes appear above him, creating their
own existential route alone.

In conclusion, this PhD thesis constitutes the strengthening of the passion for
researching, through reading and rereading, in finding new meanings for words, interpretation
of the texts of this writer. Also, the idea of approaching his works from an architectural

perspective, which focuses on spatiality, correlates with finding that his entire creation is a



vast construction. Starting from the Pit of human misery, climbing the black walls of the
palace and the soul of the Prince, and ending with the Pantry's attic, whose stairs, though

symbolically burned, allow continuous upward movement.
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